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218.101 Leaving rolling and on-track main-
tenance-of-way equipment in the clear. 

218.103 Hand-operated switches, including 
crossover switches. 

218.105 Additional operational requirements 
for hand-operated main track switches. 

218.107 Additional operational requirements 
for hand-operated crossover switches. 

218.109 Hand-operated fixed derails. 
APPENDIX A TO PART 218—SCHEDULE OF CIVIL 

PENALTIES 
APPENDIX B TO PART 218—STATEMENT OF 

AGENCY ENFORCEMENT POLICY ON BLUE 
SIGNAL PROTECTION FOR UTILITY EMPLOY-
EES 

APPENDIX C TO PART 218—STATEMENT OF 
AGENCY ENFORCEMENT POLICY ON TAM-
PERING 

APPENDIX D TO PART 218—REQUIREMENTS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING TECH-
NOLOGY AIDED POINT PROTECTION 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 20103, 20107; 28 U.S.C. 
2461, note; and 49 CFR 1.49. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 2175, Jan. 10, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 218.1 Purpose. 

This part prescribes minimum re-
quirements for railroad operating rules 
and practices. Each railroad may pre-
scribe additional or more stringent re-
quirements in its operating rules, time-
tables, timetable special instructions, 
and other special instructions. 

§ 218.3 Application. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, this part applies to 
railroads that operate rolling equip-
ment on standard gage track which is 
part of the general railroad system of 
transportation. 

(b) This part does not apply to— 
(1) A railroad that operates only on 

track inside an installation which is 
not part of the general railroad system 
of transportation, or 

(2) Rapid transit operations in an 
urban area that are not connected with 
the general railroad system of trans-
portation. 

[44 FR 2175, Jan. 10, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 28599, July 28, 1988] 

§ 218.4 Preemptive effect. 
Normal State negligence standards 

apply where there is no Federal action 
covering the subject matter. Under 49 

U.S.C. 20106 (section 20106), issuance of 
the regulations in this part preempts 
any State law, regulation, or order cov-
ering the same subject matter, except 
an additional or more stringent law, 
regulation, or order that is necessary 
to eliminate or reduce an essentially 
local railroad safety or railroad secu-
rity hazard; that is not incompatible 
with a law, regulation, or order of the 
United States Government; and that 
does not unreasonably burden inter-
state commerce. Section 20106 permits 
State tort actions arising from events 
or activities occurring on or after Jan-
uary 18, 2002, for the following: Viola-
tion of the Federal standard of care es-
tablished by regulation or order issued 
the Secretary of Transportation (with 
respect to railroad safety, such as 
these regulations) or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security (with respect to 
railroad security); a party’s violation 
of, or failure to comply with, its own 
plan, rule, or standard that it created 
pursuant to a regulation or order 
issued by either of the two Secretaries; 
and a party’s violation of a State 
standard that is necessary to eliminate 
or reduce an essentially local safety or 
security hazard, is not incompatible 
with a law, regulation, or order of the 
United States Government, and does 
not unreasonably burden interstate 
commerce. Nothing in section 20106 
creates a Federal cause of action on be-
half of an injured party or confers Fed-
eral question jurisdiction for such 
State law causes of action. 

[73 FR 8498, Feb. 13, 2008] 

§ 218.5 Definitions. 
Absolute block means a block in which 

no train is permitted to enter while it 
is occupied by another train. 

Blue signal means a clearly distin-
guishable blue flag or blue light by day 
and a blue light at night. When at-
tached to the operating controls of a 
locomotive, it need not be lighted if 
the inside of the cab area of the loco-
motive is sufficiently lighted so as to 
make the blue signal clearly distin-
guishable. 

Camp car means any on-track vehicle, 
including outfit, camp, or bunk cars or 
modular homes mounted on flat cars 
used to house rail employees. It does 
not include wreck trains. 
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